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FOREWORD
Papers included in this issue of The Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine
were among those presented at a Symposium on "Perspectives in Epidemi-
ology," held at the Yale University School of Medicine on February 20,
1959, the day prior to "Alumni Day." This Symposium, sponsored by the
Section of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine and the Department of
Public Health, was a demonstration of the new kinds of activities which
today come under the heading of epidemiology. This so-called "new epi-
demiology" is no longer a subject limited to the concept of infectious
disease. All kinds of disease, disability, and even accidents now have their
epidemiologies, including cancer, peptic ulcer, and congenital and develop-
mental defects. The Symposium also called attention to the fact that the
"new epidemiology" is no longer a discipline which lies wholly within the
framework of schools of public health or departments or ministries of public
health, but that it is becoming a broad clinical subject to which the physician
has much to contribute, and from which he has much to learn. This develop-
ment has come about in part from a growing appreciation of the fact that
epidemiology represents a scientific basis for the practice of preventive
medicine, in much the same way as pathology is basic to the practice of
internal medicine and surgery, and, in part, from a new awareness that in
this science there are previously unrecognized opportunities to explore the
etiology of diseases whose pathogenesis is obscure. Thus the epidemiological
approach may prove to be as hopeful a method of unravelling some of the
obscurities regarding the cause of such diseases as coronary occlusion,
rheumatoid arthritis, peptic ulcer, and multiple scleroris as are the more
orthodox histological, biochemical, and microbiological forms of approach.
We now see cardiologists, neuropsychiatrists, and even rheumatologists
enlisting the epidemiological method to an increasing degree. Such clinicians
and specialists may not be aware of this fact but they are actually utilizing
the epidemiological approach when they begin to measure and analyze the
circumstances under which a given disease occurs. Such circumstances may
concern the age of the patients, their habits and ways of life, and where they
live; they may be of microbiological, nutritional, sociological, or genetic
nature, but the basic aim is to find out how these circumstances are instru-
mental as causes. By such means the role of tobacco smoking in the patho-
genesis of lung cancer was unearthed, and the relationship of German
measles in pregnant women to the occurrence of congenital defects in the
foetus was demonstrated. There are many other examples of this kind.
At this Symposium the following titles and their respective authors were
listed:
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Surveillance: New Application of Old
Principles in the Control of Epidemics
on a National Scale
Discussion
Studies on the Ecology of Arbor Viruses
Serological Epidemiology in Measles
Vaccination with Attenuated Poliovirus
Asian Influenza in New Haven, 1957-58
Strain Pathogenicity of Staphylococci
Global Epidemiology Today
Discussion
Epidemiological Aspects of Cancer of the
Uterine Cervix
Dr. A. D. Langmuir,
Communicable Disease Center,
Public Health Service,
Atlanta, Georgia
Dr. T. D. Dublin,
National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, Maryland
Dr. R. M. Taylor,
Yale University School of
Medicine
Dr. F. L. Black,
Yale University School of
Medicine
Dr. Dorothy M. Horstmann.
Dr. J. C. Niederman,
J. T. Riordan, and
Dr. J. R. Paul,
Yale University School of
Medicine
Dr. R. H. Green,
Yale University School of
Medicine
Dr. F. R. Fekety,
Yale Medical Center
Dr. A. M.-M. Payne
World Health Organization,
Geneva, Switzerland
Dr. J. E. Smadel,
National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, Maryland
Dr. A. G. Gilliam,
National Cancer Institute,
Bethesda, Maryland
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ABO Blood Groups and Cancer of the
Stomach
Social and Cultural Factors in the
Epidemiology of Mental Illnesses
Studies on the Epidemiology of Peptic
Ulcer
Epidemiology of Congenital Defects
Dr. C. White and
Dr. H. Eisenberg
Yale University School of
Medicine and Connecticut
State Department of Health
Dr. A. DeB. Hollingshead,
Department of Sociology,
Yale University
Dr. J. C. Niederman and
Dr. H. M. Spiro,
Yale University School of
Medicine
Dr. T. H. Ingalls,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
The Committee in charge of this Symposium has selected some of these
communications for publication in this issue of the Journal. It counts itself
fortunate in having been given the opportunity to do so.
JOHN R. PAUL
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